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TAGS: PFORSOPNURUS 

SUBJECT: TASS REACTION TO PRESIDENT’S MARCH 24 NEWS CONFERENCE 

REF: MOSCOW 4040 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY. TASS REACTION TO THE PRESIDENT'S 
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MARCH 24 PRESS CONFERENCE, PRINTED IN PRAVDA MARCH 26, 

IS UPBEAT ON THE ATMOSPHERE OF THE VANCE VISIT BUT 
UNYIELDING ON SALT AND HUMAN RIGHTS. ON THE LATTER, 

TASS SPECIFICALLY CLAIMS THAT THE PRESIDENT'S VERSION 
OF THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE AMOUNTS TO INTERFERENCE IN 
THE USSR'S INTERNAL AFFAIRS, AND THEN REPEATS BREZHNEV'S 
FORMULATION THAT THE SOVIET UNION WILL NOT TOLERATE 
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SUCH INTERFERENCE. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE TASS ITEM, DATE-LINED WASHINGTON AND CARRIED IN 
THE CENTRAL PRESS MARCH 26, NOTES THAT THE PRESIDENT'S 
PRESS CONFERENCE FOCUSED ON SECRETARY VANCE'S MOSCOW 
VISIT. TASS QUOTES PRESIDENT S REMARK THAT HE STUDIED 
BREZHNEV'S TRADE UNION SPEECH, AS WELL AS TULA SPEECH, 

AND THOUGHT THEY WERE VERY CONSTRUCTIVE. 

3. THE PRESIDENT TERMED SALT AS AN EXTREMELY COMPLICATED 
PROBLEM, THE ITEM CONTINUES, SAID THE U.S. DID NOT KNOW 

IF ANY SUCCESS WOULD BE ACHIEVED BUT WAS GOING TO 
MOSCOW WITH GREAT HOPES, AND NOTED THAT TO DATE THE 
SOVIET UNION HAS DEMONSTRATED A DESIRE TO COOPERATE. 

4. ON THE SUBSTANCE OF SALT, TASS SAYS THAT ON THE ONE 
HAND THE PRESIDENT SPOKE IN FAVOR OF OBSERVING THE 
VLADIVOSTOK ACCORDS, BUT ON THE OTHER HAND AGAIN RAISED 
THE QUESTION OF DEFERRING SEVERAL OF THE "MOST 
COMPLICATED AND DISPUTED PROBLEMS." THIS, TASS ADDS 
(FOLLOWING THE LINE OF THE TASS ACCOUNT OF THE PRESIDENT'S 
UN SPEECH), "IN FACT IS A DEPARTURE FROM THE VLADIVOSTOK 
UNDERSTANDING (DOGOVORENNOSTI)." 

5. TASS INDICATES NO GIVE ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUE. 
PRESIDENT CARTER AGAIN REPEATED "HIS VERSION" OF HUMAN 
RIGHTS, "WHICH IN FACT SIGNIFIES ATTEMPTS OF THE USA 

TO INTERFERE IN THE INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF OTHER STATES, 
INCLUDING THE SOVIET UNION" (THE WORDING IS VIRTUALLY 
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IDENTICAL TO THAT IN TASS 1 REACTION TO THE PRESIDENT'S 
UN SPEECH ON HR, EXCEPT HERE THE PHRASE "INCLUDING THE 
SOVIET UNION" IS ADDED). 

6. TASS THEN STATES THAT "BECAUSE THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
USA TRIED TO INTERPRET IN HIS OWN WAY THE POSITION OF 
THE SOVIET UNION ON THIS QUESTION, IT IS APPROPRIATE TO 
RECALL AGAIN THAT WHICH WAS CLEARLY AND FIRMLY STATED BY 
L.I. BREZHNEV AT THE TRADE UNION CONGRESS: WE WILL NOT 
TOLERATE INTERFERENCE IN OUR INTERNAL AFFAIRS FROM ANY 
QUARTER OR UNDER ANY PRETEXT." 

7. AT THE END OF THE PIECE, TASS MENTIONS THE MIDDLE 
EAST (THE PRESIDENT REPEATED THE WELL-KNOWN U.S. 

POSITION), VIETNAM (THE PRESIDENT GENERALLY COMMENTED 

ON NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS), AND U.S. INTERNAL PROBLEMS 
(INFLATIONARY PRESSURE WILL REMAIN HIGH, AND DOMESTIC 
PROGRAMS MAY BE CUT). 
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8. COMMENT. WE HAVE NO DOUBT THAT EACH WORD OF THIS 
TASS ACCOUNT WAS CAREFULLY REVIEWED AT A HIGH LEVEL PRIOR 
TO PUBLICATION, AS SEEMS TO BE INDICATED BY THE FACT 
THAT THE ITEM DID NOT APPEAR ON THE TASS WIRE UNTIL 
EARLY MORNING MARCH 26 (MOSCOW TIME). THE ITEM STRIKES 
US AS MODERATE OVERALL, WHILE SIGNALLING NO GIVE ON SALT 
OR HUMAN RIGHTS. IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT FOR THE SECOND TIME 
IN REPORTING PRESIDENT'S RECENT REMARKS ON SALT, TASS 
IGNORES HIS REFERENCE TO REDUCTIONS BELOW VLADIVOSTOK 
LEVELS (REPORT OF UN SPEECH ALSO MADE NO MENTION OF CUTS). 

MATLOCK 
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